Tidewater Chapter National Naval Officers Association awards scholarships to local high school seniors
By Ms. Cheryl Elliott

Members of the National Naval Officers Association (NNOA) recently awarded $5,000 in scholarships during the 2016 Tidewater Chapter Scholarship Banquet held at Naval Support Activity (NSA) in Norfolk, Virginia. 

The Tidewater chapter of the association, led by retired Navy Cmdr. Jerry Johnson, chapter president, and retired Navy Cmdr. Sheryl Brooks, chapter vice president, selected the winners of the Vice Adm. Samuel Gravely Scholarship based on academic achievement, positive community involvement, commitment and financial need.  Scholarship recipients select their major and attend the college or university of their choice without any obligation to join or affiliate with the military.

The keynote speaker, Navy Rear Adm. Eric C. Young, commander, Navy Reserve Forces Command, culminated his nearly 30 years of leadership experience as a naval officer and spoke on what it truly means to be good leaders who leave a good impression in their “every day” actions. 

“Throughout your life, you are responsible for your own decisions and actions,” said Young.  “From one day to the next, you will be faced with choices and opportunities – good and bad – that will mold you into the person you will become.  Just remember, it’s up to you to make something out of your life.”

Young spoke of how the theme of “Celebrating Diversity and Empowering Future Leaders of the Sea Services and Our Nation” was dear to him.  He said he felt compelled as a senior officer and as a father to give a few bits of advice and stress the importance of leadership to the three recipients as they set their course.

“Integrity, accountability and fairness are at the heart and soul of any command,” said Young.  “They are the principles that we, as leaders, must emulate in both words and actions.  Whether you are a seaman or an admiral, how you conduct yourself in your day-to-day activities will tell all those around you who you really are and what you are made of.  It will tell them whether or not you are trustworthy and worthy.”

“Let me break it down for you in seven words,” said Young. “Trustworthiness, accountability, ‘can-do’ spirit, toughness and resiliency.

· Good leaders must be cognizant that they are in a position of trust and that others are always watching their actions. Their actions speak louder than words. 

· Good leaders hold themselves and others accountable. They don’t ask anyone to do what they wouldn’t do themselves, and they are their own toughest critic. 
· Good leaders have a ‘can do’ spirit. They can’t wait to move out, to go ‘engines ahead full.’  No one needs to tell them ‘engines ahead full,’ they are already there. 

· Good leaders have a measure of toughness and resilience. They are the ones that everyone leans on in the darkest of times.”

The award recipients, whose grade point averages ranged from 4.02 to 4.59, were:

Kayla A. Gibbs of Deep Creek High School in Chesapeake, Virginia, received the $2,500 Vice Adm. Gravely Scholarship.  Gibbs plans to attend the College of William and Mary and major in Psychology on a pre-med track.  Her inspirational quote is by Thomas Edison, “Our greatest weakness lies in giving up.  The most certain way to succeed is always to try just one more time.”

Elizabeth A. Daley of Warwick High School in Newport News, Virginia, received the $1,500 Vice Adm. Gravely Scholarship.  Daley plans to attend Emory University or the University of Southern California and major in Interdisciplinary Studies or Mass Communications.  Daley’s inspirational quote is by an unknown author, “Speak only to improve upon silence, not to simply create noise.”

Javon S. McKinney of Phoebus High School in Hampton, Virginia received the $1,000 Vice Adm. Gravely Scholarship.  McKinney plans to attend Virginia Commonwealth University and major in Mechanical Engineering.  His inspirational quote is also by Thomas Edison, “I have not failed.  I’ve just found 10,000 ways that won’t work.”

Young said when he first read the accomplishments of the three recipients, he was impressed with the depth of their experience.  He told them that achievement and the promise of future achievement were a great source of pride for their families, their schools and their communities.

“Vice Adm. Gravely once said, ‘Success in life is the result of several factors…’ and he is right,” said Young.  “It is not one trait that will define you.  It is your motivation, your perseverance, your education and your ability to overcome that will propel you to the top.”

“As you proceed in your daily life, be mindful that others are watching your every action,” said Young.  “Watch your thoughts – they become your words.  Watch your words – they become your actions.  Watch your actions – they become your habits.  Watch your habits – they become your character.  Watch your character for it will become your destiny.  And don’t expect anyone to give you anything, and your hard work will get you to where you want to be.”

NNOA offers the Vice Adm. Samuel Gravely Scholarship awards to qualified students who are in their senior year of high school and will be entering their freshman year of college.  To be eligible for the Vice Adm. Samuel Gravely Scholarship, students must:

· Be a high school senior in the state of Virginia;

· Have a grade point average of 3.0 or better;

· Have been accepted to attend a four-year degree program at an accredited college or university

· Submit an application that includes a letter of recommendation from a school official (i.e.  teacher, guidance counselor, principal, etc.); and 

· Submit an essay on a select topic.

NNOA was founded in 1972 to assist in minority officer recruitment and comprises active duty, reserve, retired officers and civilians of the sea services.  NNOA actively supports the sea services in the development of the officer corps through recruitment, retention and career development.  It enhances operational readiness by providing professional development and mentoring to its members and support of cultural awareness.

“I personally would not have continued in the Coast Guard if it were not for an organization such as this organization,” said Coast Guard Lt. Miah Brown, the master of ceremonies for the event, during her welcome remarks.

“I don’t know what the future may hold, but I know who holds the future,” said Young.  “That’s each and every one of you.”
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Rear Adm. Eric C. Young (right), commander, Navy Reserve Forces Command, and retired Navy Cmdr. Jerry Johnson, president, Tidewater Chapter National Naval Officers Association (NNOA), stand with first-place scholarship winner Kayla Gibbs (center), of Deep Creek High School in Chesapeake, Virginia, during the 2016 Tidewater Chapter Scholarship Banquet held at Naval Support Activity (NSA) in Norfolk, Virginia. Gibbs received the $2,500 Vice Adm. Gravely Scholarship based on academic achievement, positive community involvement, commitment and financial need. (Photo by Cheryl Elliott) 
