Legal Assistance Eligibility for Reserve Component Personnel
1.  The DON legal assistance program provides free attorney assistance to service members, their dependents, and other eligible clients regarding personal legal matters.  The legal assistance program promotes increased readiness of active duty and reserve members of the Naval service, and enhances the morale and quality of life for military personnel, family members, and other eligible clients, through provision of in-office attorney advice, outreach programs, referral services, and vigorous preventive law activities.  

2.  Legal assistance is intended primarily for active duty personnel, including Reservists and members of the National Guard on active duty for 30 days or more.  The following categories of Reservists and their dependent family members are eligible for legal assistance services: 

    a. Reservists on active duty orders of 30 days or more.  Members and their dependent family members are eligible for legal assistance during the member’s period of active duty. (JAGMAN 706(a))
    b. Pre-mobilized Reservist with active duty orders of more than 30 days.  The Member and their dependent family members may receive pre-mobilization legal counseling and assistance may be provided to active duty or inactive Reserve personnel consistent with mobilization readiness needs.  (JAGMAN 0706(b)(5))  Pre-mobilization assistance normally will consist of drafting or updating wills, advance medical directives, and powers of attorney. Other assistance may be provided if it relates to recall or mobilization. Examples of such assistance include advice concerning rights under the Service Members civil Relief Act (SCRA) or the Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act (USERRA).
    c. Members of Reserve components following release from active duty under a call or order to active duty for more than 30 days.  Members and their dependent family members are eligible for legal assistance for a period of time that begins on the date of the release and is not less than twice the length of the period served on active duty under that call or order to active duty, e.g. Deployment from 1/1/09 – 7/1/09 would result in legal assistance eligibility until 6/30/10 (12 months from date of release).
    d. Reservists on active duty for 29 days or less.  The Member and their dependent family members may be provided legal assistance in emergency cases. (JAGMAN 0706(b)(4))

3.  Legal assistance may be provided to family members, or legally appointed fiduciary, of active duty personnel on behalf of personnel incapacitated or otherwise incapable of seeking such assistance personally.  The eligibility categories are the same as above except that fiduciary services are limited to legal issues that relate to the Member’s serious wounds, illnesses, or injuries incurred during the period of mobilization.
