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Vice Admiral Braun Relieves Vice Admiral Debbink as Chief of Navy Reserve and Commander, Navy 
Reserve Force 

 

WASHINGTON, DC (NNS) – In a Change of Command ceremony, held in the historic Sail Loft at the 
Washington, Navy Yard, Vice Admiral Robin R. Braun became the first female Chief of Navy Reserve 
and Commander, Navy Reserve Force.  

“As we look to the future, we must ensure we are trained and ready, provide capabilities the Navy 
needs, and develop processes and tools that make it easier for Sailors to serve,” stated Adm. Braun. 
“In today’s challenging operating environment, it is more important than ever to ensure we are ready 
to respond when called.” 

Braun, the daughter of a career naval aviator and a 1980 graduate of Northern Arizona University, 
was designated a naval aviator in February 1981. As a naval aviator, she accumulated 6000 flight 
hours.  As a Flag officer, she served as Deputy Commander, Navy Recruiting Command; Director, 
Total Force management for the Deputy Chief of Naval Operations for Information Dominance, and as 
Deputy Director, European Plans and Operations Center at Headquarters, U.S. European Command.  

Vice Admiral Braun relieved Vice Admiral Dirk J. Debbink who, at the conclusion of the Change of 
Command, retired after 35 years of service in the U.S. Navy.  

“On his watch, the Navy Reserve answered the Nation’s call every time, from overseas contingency 
operations to humanitarian aid and disaster relief for those in need,” Adm. Braun said. “Adm. Debbink 
worked tirelessly to ensure that Reserve Sailors were Ready Now. Anytime, Anywhere.’”   


