
“E” Wreath
Four or more “E” 

Awards

Battle “E”
Device

Bronze “S”
Sharpshooters
qualification

Gold Star
Subsequent awards of 
same Navy decoration

Europe & Asia Clasps
Worn on the 

suspension of the 
Navy Occupation 

Service Medal

Silver Star
Worn in lieu of five 

gold stars

Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster
Represents 2nd and 
subsequent award 

entitlements

Silver Oak Leaf Cluster
Worn for 6th, 11th or in 
lieu of five bronze oak 

leaf clusters

Hourglass
Armed Forces Reserve 

Medal successive 
awards

“M” Device
Naval Reserve 

mobilization in support 
of certain operations

“V” Device
Combat operation’s 
acts of service direct 

participation

Strike/Flight Device
Bronze Arabic numeral 

indicating total Air Medal 
strike/flights earned after 

April 9, 1962. 

Fleet Marine Force
Combat Operations

Navy personnel attached 
to FMF units participating 

in combat operations

Silver Service Star
Worn in lieu of five 
bronze service stars

Bronze Service Star
Campaigns or operations participation, 

multiple qualification or additional 
awards of various ribbons authorized.  
Also denotes Air Medal single mission 
first award after November 22, 1989.

Wintered Over
Antarctic continent wintering over.

Antarctic Service Medal clasp, 
suspension ribbon and a service 

ribbon disc of bronze (1st), gold (2nd) 
and silver (3rd) winters.

Silver “E”
Expert Marksman 

qualification

DevicesEnlisted 
Leadership

Command Master Chief Petty Officer

Fleet Master Chief Petty Officer

Force Master Chief Petty Officer

Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy

Officers

Ensign
(ENS)

Lieutenant Junior Grade
(LTJG)

Lieutenant
(LT)

Lieutenant Commander
(LCDR)

Commander
(CDR)

Captain
(CAPT)

Rear Admiral Lower Half
(RDML)

Rear Admiral Upper Half
(RADM)

Vice Admiral
(VADM)

Admiral
(ADM)

Second Lieutenant

First Lieutenant

Captain

Major

Lieutenant Colonel

Colonel

Brigadier General

Major General

Lieutenant General

General

O
-1

0

Devices Shown Are The Same For All Services

S
p
e
c
ia

l

Fleet Admiral
(FADM)

General of the Air Force/Army

O
-2

O
-3

O
-4

O
-5

O
-6

O
-7

O
-8

O
-9

O
-1

Medal of Honor

Defense Superior
Service Medal

Purple Heart

Navy & Marine Corps 
Commendation Medal

Joint Meritorious Unit 
Award

Good Conduct Medal

Navy Occupation 
Medal

Vietnam Service Medal

Philippine Presidential 
Unit Citation

Vietnam Gallantry Cross
Unit Citation

Inter-American Defense 
Board Medal

Military Outstanding 
Volunteer Service Medal

Navy Cross

Silver Star

Navy Distinguished
Service Medal

Legion of Merit

Bronze StarNavy & Marine 
Corps Medal

Defense Meritorious
Service Medal

Joint Service
Commendation Medal

Air Medal

Joint Service
Achievement Medal

Presidential Unit 
Citation

Combat Action Medal

Navy Unit
Commendation

POW Medal

Navy “E”
Ribbon

Navy Reserve Meritorious 
Service Medal

China Service MedalNavy Expeditionary
Medal

National Defense
Service Medal

Armed Forces 
Expeditionary Medal

Antarctica Service 
Medal

Southwest Asia
Service Medal

Navy Artic
Service Medal

Sea Service 
Deployment Ribbon

Navy Recruiting
Service Ribbon

Navy Reserve Sea 
Service Ribbon

Armed Forces
Reserve Medal

Armed Forces
Services Medal

Republic of Vietnam 
Presidential Unit Citation

Vietnam Civil Actions 
Unit Citation

Multinational Force 
and Observers Medal

United Nations
Service Medal

Defense Distinguished
Service Medal

Distinguished
Flying Medal

Meritorious
Service Medal

Navy & Marine Corps
Achievement Medal

Meritorious Unit
Commendation

Fleet Marine
Force Service Ribbon

Korean Service Medal

Humanitarian
Service Medal

Navy and Marine Corps 
Overseas Service Ribbon

Republic of Korea 
Presidential Unit Citation

Kosovo Campaign 
Medal

United Nations Medal

Republic of Vietnam 
Campaign Medal

Expert Rifleman Medal Expert Pistol Shot 
Medal

Kuwait Liberation Medal
(Kingdom of

Saudi Arabia)

Global War on Terror 
Service Medal

Global War on Terror 
Expeditionary Medal

Navy Recruiting
Training Service Ribbon

Kuwait Liberation Medal
(Emirate of Kuwait)

NATO Medal NATO Medal
(Kosovo)

Korean Defense
Service Medal

Navy Medals & Ribbons Order of Precedence

Line

Medical Corps

Nurse Corps

Dental Corps

Medical Service Corps

Supply Corps

Civil Engineer Corps

Law Community

Judge Advocate General Corps

Christian Chaplain

Jewish Chaplain

Buddhist Chaplain

Muslim Chaplain

Insignia

Petty Officer Second Class
(PO2)

Petty Officer Third Class
(PO3)

Seaman (SN)
Hospitalman (HN)

Master Chief Petty 
Officer
(MCPO)

Hospitalman
Apprentice

(HA)

Chief Petty Officer
(CPO)

Petty Officer First Class
(PO1)

Senior Chief Petty Officer
(SCPO)

Master Chief Petty Officer
of the Navy/Coast Guard

(MCPON/MCPOCG)

NONE

Airman Recruit (AR)
Constructionman Recruit (CR)

Fireman Recruit (FR)
Hospitalman Recruit (HR)

Seaman Recruit (SR)

Staff Sergeant
(SSgt)

Senior Airman
(SrA)

Airman First Class
(A1C)

Chief Master 
Sergeant
(CMSgt)

Airman
(Amn)

Master Sergeant
(MSgt)

Technical Sergeant
(TSgt)

First Sergeant
(SMSgt)

Chief Master Sergeant of the Air Force
(CMSAF)

NONE

Airman Basic
(AB)

Sergeant
(SGT)

Specialist
(SPC)

Private First Class
(PFC)

Sergeant Major 
(SGM)

Private
(PV2)

Sergeant First Class
(SFC)

Staff Sergeant
(SSG)

Master Sergeant
(MSG)

Sergeant Major of the Army
(SMA)

NONE

Private
(PV1)

Sergeant
(Sgt)

Corporal
(Cpl)

Lance Corporal
(LCpl)

Sergeant Major
(SgtMaj)

Private First Class
(PFC)

Gunnery Sergeant
(GySgt)

Staff Sergeant
(SSgt)

First Sergeant
(1stSgt)

Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps
(SgtMajMC)

NONE

Private
(Pvt)

E
-9

Air Force
E
-3

E
-4

E
-5

E
-6

E
-7

E
-8

Army Marine Corps Navy/Coast Guard
E
-1

W
a
r
r
a
n
t 

O
ff

ic
e
r
s

Warrant Officer 1

Chief Warrant Officer 2

Chief Warrant Officer 3

Chief Warrant Officer 4

Chief Warrant Officer 5

Warrant Officer 1

Chief Warrant Officer 2

Chief Warrant Officer 3

Chief Warrant Officer 4

Chief Warrant Officer 5

Chief Warrant Officer 2

Chief Warrant Officer 3

Chief Warrant Officer 4

Chief Warrant Officer 5

No Warrant Officers

E
-2

Fireman
(FN)

Constructionman
(CN)

Airman
(AN)

Fireman
Apprentice (FA)

Constructionman
Apprentice (CA)

Airman
Apprentice

(AA)

Seaman
Apprentice

(SA)

Command 
Sergeant Major

(CSM)

Master Gunnery 
Sergeant
(MGySgt)

Command Chief 
Master Sergeant 

(CCM)

First Sergeant
(CMSgt)

Senior Master 
Sergeant (SMSgt)

First Sergeant
(1SG)

Master Sergeant
(MSgt) 

First Sergeant
(MSgt)

Corporal
(CPL)

Fleet/Force 
Master Chief 
Petty Officer

(FLTCM, FORCM)

Command
Master Chief 
Petty Officer

(CMC)

Naval Astronaut Naval Astronaut (NFO) Naval Aviator (pilot) Naval Aviation Observer & 
Flight Meteorolgist

Naval Flight Surgeon Naval Flight Nurse Naval Flight Officer

Aviation Experimental Psychologist & 
Aviation Psychologist

Enlisted Aviation Warfare 
Specialist

Naval Aviation Supply Corps Navy Aircrew Marine Combat Aircrew Special Warfare Special Operations Warfare

Surface Warfare Officer

Submarine Officer
(enlisted silver, officer gold)

Submarine Medical Submarine Engineering Duty Submarine Supply Seabee Combat Warfare
Specialist Officer (silver-enl.)

Submarine Combat Patrol SSBN Deterrent Patrol
(gold - 20 patrols)

Special Warfare
Combat Crewman

Naval Parachutist Basic Parachutist

Senior Explosive
Ordnance Disposal

Naval Reserve
Merchant Marine

Integrated Undersea
Surveilance System

(enlisted silver, officer gold)

Master Explosive
Ordnance Disposal

Basic Explosive
Ordnance Disposal

Fleet Marine Force
Warfare Specialist

Diving Officer (gold)
Master Diver (silver)

Diving Medical Diver, First Class Diver, Second Class

Diver, Scuba Deep Submergence
(officer gold)

Presidential Service Badge Vice Presidential
Service Badge

Office of Secretary of Defense Joint Chiefs of Staff Recruiting Command

Career Counselor Division Commander Command-at-Sea Command Ashore Small Craft Officer
(enlisted silver)

Craftmaster Master At Arms

Surface Warfare Nurse Corps Surface Warfare
Medical  Corps

Surface Warfare
Dental  Corps

Surface Warfare
Medical Service Corps

Surface Warfare
Supply Corps

Enlisted Surface Warfare
Specialist

Warfare Pins and Badges

Enlisted Expeditionary 
Warfare Specialist 

Seaman Engineering

Medical

Aviation

Apprentice Training

Construction

BM
Boatswain’s Mate

CT
Cryptographic

Technician

ET
Electronics Technician

DC
Damage Controlman

AB
Aviation Boatswain’s Mate

AC
Air Traffic Controller

OS
Operations Specialist

EM
Electricians Mate

HM
Hospital Corpsman

AD
Aviation Machinist’s Mate

AE
Aviation Electrician’s Mate

FC
Fire Controlman

GM
Gunner’s Mate

IS
Intelligence Specialist

EN
Engineman

AG
Aerographer’s Mate

AM
Aviation Structural Mechanic

IT
Information Systems 

Technician

LN
Legalman

GS
Gas Turbine

System Technician

AO
Aviation Ordnanceman

AS
Aviation Support Equipment 

Technician

MA
Master-at-Arms

MN
Mineman

CS
Culinary Specialist

HT
Hull Maintenance 

Technician

Seaman

AT
Aviation Electronics 

Technician

AW
Aviation Warfare Systems 

Operator
PS

Personnel
Specialist

QM
Quartermaster

RP
Religious Programs 

Specialist

IC
Interior Communications

Electrician

Fireman

AZ
Aviation Maintenance Administration

SH
Ship’s Serviceman

SK
Storekeeper

MM
Machinist’s Mate

Airman

PR
Aircrew Survival Equipmentman

ST
Sonar Technician

PC
Postal Clerk

TM
Torpedoman’s Mate

MR
Machinery RepairmanYN

Yeoman

BU
Builder

CE
Construction Electrician

CM
Construction Mechanic

EA
Engineering Aide

EO
Equipment Operator

UT
Utilitiesman

SW
Steelworker

FT
Fire Control
Technician

MC
Mass Communication 

Specialist

MT
Missle Technician

MU
Musician

NC
Navy Counselor

ND
Navy Diver

SB
Special Warfare
Boat Operator

SO
Special Warfare Operator

iNSIGNIA - BADGES - RIBBONS
AND

ARMED FORCES RANKS
For advancement information:

BUPERSINST 1430.16E 
www.bupers.navy.mil 

For more information:
www.staynavy.navy.mil
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