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Shipmates,

May is a month of celebrations and remembrances that remind us that our service matters. On
Armed Forces Day, we honor and celebrate those currently serving. On Memorial Day, we pay
tribute to those who have made the ultimate sacrifice. These holidays serve two different purposes.

Armed Forces Day, celebrated this year on Saturday, May 15, was established by the newly-formed
Department of Defense in 1949 and first observed in 1950. This all-service observance is not only
intended to honor those serving but to provide a forum to educate the public on life in the service,
the role of the military in civilian life, military technology and the need for a strong defense.

Our all-volunteer force means that fewer people have firsthand knowledge of our military. As a
Sailor serving in the Navy Reserve, you may be the only person in your family, your neighborhood,
and your social and professional circles that has served in the armed forces. While support for
service members is strong, you can help foster an even better understanding of and a deeper
appreciation for our military. As the face of our Navy and all the armed forces, we urge you to share
your experiences and to be an ambassador to our fellow citizens.

On Memorial Day, observed this year on Monday, May 31, we honor those who made the ultimate
sacrifice. Our first celebrations of Memorial Day emerged during the reconstruction years of our
Country after the Civil War. It was originally known as Decoration Day; fresh spring flowers were
placed on the graves of fallen. Today, there are parades, speeches and memorial ceremonies.

We encourage each of you to participate in a Memorial Day observation. These ceremonies remind
us that it is an absolute privilege to wear our uniforms, and to serve alongside those who have
accepted the challenge and responsibility of joining our nation’s armed forces. Some have made the
ultimate sacrifice. All service matters.

We value the contributions of each and every Navy Reserve Sailor, recognizing service can and does
vary from a few days a year to full-time service. The greatest tribute we can offer to those who have
paid the ultimate price is to wave the banner of freedom proudly, and to ensure that our nation
shall endure for generations to come. We are honored to serve in the United States Navy today.
Every day, we have the chance to honor the legacy of the men and women who fought and died in
the service of this great nation. We honor that legacy by being Ready Now. Anytime, Anywhere.
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