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Each March, we celebrate the anniversary of the establishment of the Navy Reserve, which could also be
regarded as the beginning of what we now call the Navy Total Force. Since March 3, 1915, when Congress
established the Federal Naval Reserve, our Sailors have served our Nation proudly in peace and war.

It wasn’t long before the Navy Reserve was called to duty. During World War I, more than 300,000 Reserve
Sailors served, including 12,000 pioneering women. Joy Bright Hancock, who served as a Yeoman (F) during
WWI, rose to the rank of Captain, where she led the integration of the WWIl-era WAVES into the Navy.

The Navy Reserve played a vital role in the early days of Naval Aviation, with graduates of the Naval Aviation
Cadet program and the Naval Reserve Officer Training Corps at the leading edge an exciting and powerful new
technology. These pioneers developed the tactics and procedures that would soon be tested in war.

When World War Il erupted in Europe in 1939, the Navy Reserve was ready. By the summer of 1941, nearly all
Reserve Sailors were serving on active duty. After the attack on Pearl Harbor on 7 December 1941, Active and
Reserve Sailors fought together and built America’s victorious wartime Navy. Navy Reserve Sailors in World
War Il included five future U.S. Presidents and thirteen recipients of the Medal of Honor, such as Pharmacists
Mate 2/c William David Halyburton, Jr.

The Korean conflict mobilized nearly 200,000 Reserve Sailors, including many World War Il veterans. Navy
Reserve aviators often flew 75 percent of the Navy’s monthly combat sorties, including Ensign Jesse L. Brown,
the first African-American Naval Aviator, who gave his life providing close air support at the Battle of Chosin
Reservoir. Reserve aviation squadrons were mobilized during the 1961-1962 Berlin Crisis and the 1968 USS
Pueblo incident. During the Vietnam Conflict, two Reserve Construction Battalions were mobilized.

More than 22,000 Reserve Sailors were mobilized for the first Gulf War in the first post-Cold War test of the
Force, providing valued capabilities in a wide variety of specialties. Contingencies in Bosnia and Kosovo
employed more than 1,500 Reserve Sailors called to duty under Presidential Recall Authority.

And since September 11, 2001, there have been more than 63,000 Selected Reserve mobilizations, along with
an additional 4,500 deployments by Full Time Support Sailors. In addition to our front-line service, the Reserve
Component provides mission-critical skills and on-demand expertise. In any given week, more than 20,000
Navy Reserve Sailors, about one-third of the Selected Reserve Force, are on some type of orders. Our Sailors
serve at home, at sea, overseas and, like NASA astronaut Captain Kay Hire, even in space!

For 96 years, we have served our Nation proudly; today, exemplary Sailors such as our 2010 Reserve Sailor of
the Year, HM1 (SCW) Shalanda L. Brewer (now Chief Brewer) lead us into the future. We proudly celebrate
our March establishment anniversary and the Navy Birthday in October. The service of our shipmates —
patriots, pioneers and Presidents — inspires us to live up to our Force Motto: Ready Now. Anytime, Anywhere.
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