
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Shipmates, 

Our Navy Reserve was established 97 years ago on March 3, 1915, and in those 97 years we have served the 
Nation with distinction. Our nation is free today in part because of those Sailors who went before us and stood 
the watch with honor in both peace and war. We can take enormous pride in our Navy Reserve heritage. 

By choosing to serve in the Navy, we have chosen a life of service. In doing so, we each made a commitment to 
be held to the highest standards of integrity, respect, discipline, preparedness, dedication and accountability. 
These standards are found in our Navy Ethos, first published in 2008, as a tangible statement of the values that 
are integral to Navy's mission accomplishment.  

The Navy Ethos is the product of the many generations of Sailors who served honorably before us, forging our 
identity. It describes our character, our values, and what we believe. It describes our heritage and defines those 
of us who serve in the Navy, active and reserve sailors and Navy civilians, regardless of unit, command or 
community. As the Navy Ethos states, “We are patriots, forged by the Navy's core values of honor, courage and 
commitment.  In times of war and peace, our actions reflect our proud heritage and tradition.” 

Each word of the Navy Ethos reflects the legacy of those who went before us, the men and women who forged 
our Navy Ethos. We look to heroes like Ensign Charles Hammann, who landed his battle-damaged seaplane in 
heavy winds and choppy seas to rescue a fellow pilot in World War I, becoming the first Navy Reserve Sailor – 
and the first Naval Aviator – to earn the Medal of Honor. We serve alongside shipmates like Aviation Warfare 
Systems (Mechanic) 1st Class James Henson, our 2011 Navy Reserve Sailor of the year. The product of both 
heroism under fire in wartime and faithful service in times of peace,  the Navy Ethos guides us into the future 
while paying tribute to the millions who have served before us in our Navy and Navy Reserve. 

The 97th Anniversary of the Navy Reserve provides us all with an opportunity to reflect on what we value, who 
we are, and how our actions reflect those values. Because we embody and live our Navy Ethos, we look to the 
future with confidence.  Representing you and your families in our roles as Chief of Navy Reserve and Force 
Master Chief is truly humbling and our highest honor.  

We who serve in the Navy Reserve have every right to be proud of our service.  We can take pride in knowing 
that whether serving part time or full time, we are all part of the United States Navy, “ready guardians of peace 
and victorious in war.” Guided by our Navy Ethos, Navy Reserve Sailors – “Ready Now, Anytime, Anywhere” – are 
part of the Navy total force that proudly preserves this legacy for future generations.   

 VADM Dirk Debbink FORCM (AW) Chris Wheeler 
 Chief of Navy Reserve Navy Reserve Force Master Chief 
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