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“This deployment offers a golden opportunity to learn by doing. The development of the LCS Class has been different from
the outset. Employing the ship in theater two years ahead of a normal timeline allows us to incorporate lessons that can only
be learned in a deployment setting more quickly and effectively in the LCS fleet integration process.”

— Adm. John C. Harvey, Commander U.S. Fleet Forces Command

The Navy will deploy USS Freedom (LCS 1) in early 2010 to the Southern Command area of focus and Pacific
Command area of responsibility ahead of her originally scheduled maiden deployment. Every aspect of the Littoral
Combat Ship (LLCS) and program is new, from the operational concepts, the crew training and certification, to the
support and sustainment. LCS will be a key component of the 21st century Navy. The early deployment of LCS 1 is a
tremendous opportunity to begin the essential integration of the Littoral Combat Ship into the fleet. The lessons that
the Navy is learning from accelerating the deployment will inform the larger LCS Fleet Integration Strategy.

Deploying LCS

e LCS provides unique combat capabilities and the ability to meet littoral tasking not previously seen in the
modern cruiser or destroyer fleet.

e In evaluating options for deploying USS Freedom eatlier than originally scheduled, the Navy looked at several
key factors: combat systems testing, shakedown of the ship systems, overseas sustainment with our new
concept of operations and crew training.

e Itis anticipated that USS Freedom will deploy with a tailored surface warfare mission package, including a
prototype maritime security module to provide visit, board, search and seizure capability.

e FHarly deployment of USS Freedom has no bearing on the new LCS acquisition strategy for the design down
select in Fiscal Year 2010.

Focused and flexible operational mission capability

e LCSis a fast, maneuverable and networked, modular warship primarily designed to compliment our multi-
mission platforms with warfighting capabilities from littoral irregular warfare to mine, anti-submarine and
surface warfare.

e The LCS concept of focused operational mission capability through embarkation of tailored mission packages
allows for LLCS to adapt its capabilities to Maritime Component Commanders’ needs in a short period of time.

e The three mission packages programmed for LLCS are anti-submarine warfare, mine countermeasures warfare
and surface warfare. Future capabilities will include a maritime security module variant of the surface warfare
mission package.

e LCS s capable of a range of surface operations from maritime intercept to cooperative security.
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packages supporting a range of operations.

e Mission packages will have 15 Sailors.

e Aviation detachments will have 23 Sailors.




